
Provide limited parking north of%lley, primary parking in
IF

.,
stmcture south of%llev ,,:.;  _
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south Lake Union Neighborhood Plan

Planning Process
The South Lake Union Parks and Open Space
Subcommittee was formed from the South Lake’
Union Planning Organization and has concentrated
its efforts on retining programming for South Lake
Union Park as well as to determine open space needs
and develop d~ectives  to meet those needs. Issue
statements descriiig  iindings  made by the pa-h and
Ojlell space subcommittee include

.>
Medirrg  Opar  S)xwe Gods: Tne comprehensive
Pkmof l-w-set rm&slgoalofl  ameper  lwrdmts.
To ilnd ways to meet this goal, the Subcommittee for
Parks and(@enSpadx&?nrto  kmkatmarive  sObldOm
such as vest pecket  p~ udlizing  rooftops as green
space arrddesignadngmrtainstreets as’’greens@#
that are targeted forplarrkxs,  meetbxes and hanging
gardens. P-patch garden space and a potlatcb  trail
cormecdonwenxonsidemd  as werepassiveand active
open spat-eneeds. Incentives to private develqm_s  for

==@3@fi@-le-w==~*~
inmeedngtlreopenspacegoal.

Revisksk@@ions  to Use 1991 Soutk  Luke
Unwn Park Master Plan: The Parks and Open
space subcommittee foundconssslms among SLuPo
membasto  tuilduponthe  1991 Planandtntrmt.%uth
Lake Union Park as a rieigbborhood  amenity with
mgionai  attmcticmt@rornotes maridmehaitage.  Tke
progranfirSouthLakeUnionParkprotides  fbr.sciie
and pas&e use areas and the preservationkestomdon
ofnatmal areas. Shoreline access, psddng  inmmsed

bard edges and clearly deiined uses also figured
prh?rnd+ti~.  TheSubw “~ .
also came to the early redizationthettbe  endrdake
should be considered part of the Park. As suck
preservation of thevisudcharacter oftheLake md its
warqudyaod  babitattimcdcrns  shouldbqn=wd.

Further considerations included support for the
Maridrne  Heritage Museum and community meedng
space in the ,4rmov  building preservation ofview
corridors. rrublic access to the water. the

development of a consistent maritiie theme; and m
evakmtion and determination of moorage needs both
short and long term, including historic ship moorage.

South Lake Union Park is also seen as one end of
a “culturrd  corndof’ extending from theLake  to
Seattle Center that could contain uses such as
museums and educational facilities. Special
consideration needs to be given to the Chy owned
property south of Valley Street to assure that new
developmerxt  complements and supports South Lake
Union Park

Discussion ot Key or Integrated Planned
Activities for Parks and Open Space
lleideaskeconrinemlatiorrs found inthissecdonrefkct
theoOtcomeoftbepacksaEdopm$0ceplenringpme3s.
Development of key characteristics reflect
RcommAdonsthata  repmpsedtocccurirnndiat$y
folowiogaccqtrmm  oftbe Neigb&xhccdPlsn

Refinements made to the 1991 South Lake Union
Park Master Plan reflect the key activities forpmks
and open space. Categories arrived at through the
planning process and recommended for an updated
Park Master Plan include

progranttrunfcDe.rign:  Uses witbigtheparkwill
be designed in such a manner that areas of difFerent
uses are clearly delineated and not in competition
with each other. The proposed uses are Mmated  in
thedesignconcep  tdrawingfollowingthisp~  (@me
4). The western half of the park uplands remain
primarily unprograrrmed open space and the eastern
half is designated as active space for the Maritime
Heritage Museum (iithe  current Armory Building)
and the Msritime Heritage Center. Mso located to
the east is The Center  for WoodmBoats.  The Native
AmericanLongHouse and CrmoeHouse we located
on the western side of the pmk to complement the
restored natud  arms and the proposed potlatcb trail
connection. Considerations ofneeded  space, activhy
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South Lake Union Neighborhood Plan
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SouthLake, Union Neighborhood Plan

level and type, and the type of needed access to the
water all fa&ored  into the pro.~gofthepark.

Themafic  E.kments:  Maritime thematic elements
are skongly  advocated vhbirr  the park and along access
routes to the park. The entrance should be ckariy
delineated throrsghthe  use ofelementstbat  refkxt the
draracteranduse swithintkepark  Tbe,d&ignmateiai
palette should include colors thdrefkctthemoods  of
Lake Union. Brick or colored cement is
recommended tbr crosswalldsidewalk  use. Historical
maritime elements such as boats, tittings,  charts, and
maritime indrmial  equipment should be used for areas
in and leading to the park. Thematic lighting, park
furnishings and the use ofmaritime  elements should
complement design guidelines for the conservation
district ofwestkike and the Waterfront district.

Passive and active areas of the park are laid out with
a division oftbe two usage types gmerally  along Terry
Atzm.re.  Natural areas are preserved onthe west side
of the park. Removal oftlre Naval Trainirig Center
and the existing parking lots on the west side of the
park will allow space for the proposed passive
activities. The Training Center has beenidentied  as
being potentially suitable for interim use until
development of the park would require its removal.
Active areas rnchrdetheMaridrne I%itageMuse.nn
and community uses in the current Armory bnild@
theMaridmeHezitage  cent< The CenterforWooden
Boats on Waterway 4 and limited parking. These
acdvities  are allproposedfmthe east side of the park.

- J%te@nt: @vision  oftraosiemtpublic  docking is
planned for as is the designation of a wrrtertmi  stop.
Historical ships wouIdb6moored  atthenortb end of
tlreexisdngsitewitharest0redlrkloricvesseilocated  at
the entrance ofWaterway 3 as a flagship for maridrne
a-es proposed witbin South Lake Union P&.
Small cratlpublic  kSUOChi51@  prqxxedinVv’atemvay  3
at the terminus of the northwest park bomdary.  The
Center for WccdenBoats  would occupy Waterway4.

Pedestrian: Pedestrian access to difierent activities
within the pwk is considered in the proposed desi~
including accessto  ssfeiy view some of the boat repair
fkcility  acdvities at the Maritime Heritage Center.
Pedestrkm  access to the park and the shoreline are
rnaxmmd  intbe  proposed plau Pedestrian crossings
at VaJleymd Westktke  shrrtlbe subjectto des+nguiddioe
considcrationasktheprqxsd  @@’idtld&(S)  OV=
Vatley Street. .%ppxt is also expresAforthePotlach
Trail concept linking South Lake Union to the Seattle
CeaterandE31iott  Bayt@hemostdir@  route.

J&v: Pmzrwtionofvievmtothewaterisanioymrtrmt
pkmning corrsiderationfortbe”promotion  ofthe South
Lake UrrionPark.  View corridors to the water are to
remain and be enlmged  to draw pmple  into the prirk.
Con&steot  visnalimages  are propsedtbroughthe  use
oftbernadc  elemtmtsirr  design guidelines. Vkual clues
ofpark *ties (e.g. the moorage ofahistoric ship at
the head ofWaterway 3) will help promote the pa-k as
aneighborhoodkegional  destiiadon

Parking: The current auto orientation of the South
J..akeUnionplarming  areanecessitate sthe provision
of adequate parking fhcilik  forbothdaily  parknmge
arrd special events. Ltited  parking nnrth ofValley
Street is prnposed to preserve park space for
activities. Parking south of Valley Stxeet  coisld be
provided via a parking structure that includes a
pedestrian access bridge over and/or an at grade
crossing ofValley S!xet. Possibfities exist forjoint
development ofthe parhg  structure withotheruses.

Other Considerations for Parks and
Open Space
In the nearterq  efforts to meet the open space goal
set by the Comprehensive Plan of 1 acre of open
space per 100 residents includes the implementation
of the Cascade Playground Master Plan, the
quisition  ofDmnyPla~eld  orequivalentsizeparcei
in the immediate area as active open space, the
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south Lake Union Neighborhood Plan

recommended relocation of Park Administrative
Offices ffom DemyPark  and possible community
use for the building  and the provision of a pedestriarr
streetscape  strategy and “green street” desigmahon
as a chapcter statement for South Lake U~on.  An
ove~ open space plan is shown on Figure 5.
Longer term proposals to meet the open space goal
include the development of guidelines and action
strategies for supplemental open space. Possibti-
ties inchrde,looftop  landscaping street ends at lake
Unioq”’P-patches,  odd lots and comers, and spe-
cial features (e.g. the red brick road, portals etc.).
Also a longer term proposal is the development of
a density bonus incentive strategy for the provision
of pocketpaks as part of fiture development. Sev-
eral examples of how these smaller open spaces

could be integrated into future development are
shown on the attached examples.
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Parking Lot Between Two Buildings
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Corner/Edge Treatment
of Parking Lot
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Mid-block Landscape Treatment
of Parking Lot
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